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MR.  BENTON  OF  MISSOURI, 

O N T H E 

ANNUAL  EXPENDITURES  OF  THE  GOVERNMENT. 


IN  SENATE,  Thursday,  May  7,  1840- 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  submitted  .he  follow- 
ing report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  io 
compliance  with  a resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the 
24  th  April. 

Treasury  Department, 

May  4,  1840. 

Sir;  I have  Ihe  honor  to  submit  this  report,  in 
compliance  with  the  following  resolution,  passed 
by  the  Senate  of  the  24th  ult: 

“Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
report  to  the  Senate  the  aggregate  amount  of  all 
expenditures  or  payments  of  every  kind  from  the 
Treasury  in  each  year,  from  1824  to  1839  inclu- 
sive, in  one  column,  and  in  another  column  for 
each  year  the  aggregate  amouat,  independent  oi 
the  payments  on  account  of  the  public  debt, 
whether  funded  or  unfunded,  aud  in  a third  co- 
lumn, the  aggregate  amount  for  permanent  and  or- 
dinary purposes,  excluding  payments  on  account  of 
objects  either  extraordinary  or  temporary:  such  as 
the  public  debt,  trust  lunds  and  indemnities, 
claims  of  States  for  war  debts  or  three  per  cents, 
on  lands  sold,  occasional  donations  in  money  to  ob- 
jects in  the  District  of  Columbia  or  otherwise,  sur-( 
vey  of  the  coast,  taking  the  census,  duties  refund- 
ed, the  Exploring  expedition,  and  materials  col- 
lected for  the  gradual  improvement  of  the  navy, 
durable  public  buildings  of  all  kinds,  bridges  and 
fortifications,  all  roads,  canals,  breakwaters,  and 
improvements  in  rivers  and  harbors,  arming  mili- 
tia and  farts,  all  pensions  except  those  to  invalids, 
and  the  purchases  of  title  to  lands  from  Indians, 
the  removal  of  Indians,  and  tlieir  wars,  with  such 
other  payments  as  may  have  been  made  in  those 
years  for  property  lost  or  injuries  committed  dur- 
ing any  hostilities.” 

The  resolution  was  on  the  same  day  referred  to 
the  Register  of  the  Treasury,  with  instructions  to 
prepare  a tabular  statement,  containing  the  infor- 
mation desired  in  three  separate  colums.  It  is 
hereto  annexed,  marked  A. 

He  was  requested,  also,  to  prepare  another  state- 
ment, showing'tbe  specific  sum  which  had  been 
deducted  each  year  on  account  of  each  item  men- 
tioned in  the  resolution  as  either  extraordinary  or 
temporary. 

Believing  that  this  would  be  highly  useful,  as 
showing  the  details  on  which  the  general  results  in 
the  third  column  of  the  first  statement  rest,  and  as 
embracing  many  statistical  facts,  possessing  in 


themselves  much  interest,  I have  annexed  it  mark* 
ed  B 

Unless  some  accidental  omission  or  other  error 
has  occurred,  th  se  two  statements  wit!  pre.ent  all 
the  information  desired  by  the  resolution. 

With  high  respect, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
To  Hon.  Richard  M.  Johnson, 

Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  and 

President  of  the  Senate. 


A. 

STATEMENT  of  expenditures  of  the  United  States, fro-m 
the  year  1824  to  the  year  1839,  inclusive , agreeably  to  a 
resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the'l\lhof  April,  1840. 


Years. 

oi  ail  expendi- 
tures, or  pay- 
ments oi*  every 
kind,  from  thc- 
Treasury. 

independent  of 
the  payments  on 
account  of  the 
public  debt,  whe- 
ther funded  or 
unfunded. 

for  permanent 
and  ordinary  pur- 
poses, excluding 
payments  oa  ac- 
count of  objects 
either  extraordi- 
nary or  tempora- 
ry. ’ 

1824 

S3 1,893, £38  47 

S15  330,141  71 

S7.K7.892  05 

182Ty 

23,585.804  72 

11,490,459  94 

6 537.671  27 

1826 

24,103,393  46 

13.062,316  27 

7.053,872  12 

1527 

22,656,761  04 

12603.095  65 

7,127,175  78 

1823 

25,459  479  52 

13  295,041  45 

7,788,394  66 

1323 

25,044,353  40 

12.660,460  62 

7,503,204  46 

1330 

24,58-5.281  55 

13  229.533  33 

7,624,627  56 

1S31 

30,033  446  12 

13  861,067  90 

7.679,412  65 

1832 

34.356.698  06 

16.516.358  77 

8,562,650  42 

1833 

24  257.298  49 

22,713,755  11 

8,827,095  77 

1834 

21,601,982  44 

18,425,417  25 

9,667.797  97 

1835 

17.573.141  56 

17.514,950  28 

9,157,490  32 

1838 

30.868, 164  01 

30,868.164  04 

1 1 ,688  987  19 

1S37 

37,265.037  15 

37,213,214  24 

13,098,-21  83 

1938 

39.455,433  35 

33,849,718  08 

13,8:37,591  44 

1839 

37,129,396  80 

25.982.797  75 

13,525,800  IS 

’Such  as  the  public,  debt,  trust  funds,  indemnities,  claims  of 
States  for  war  debts,  or  three  per  cents  on  lands  sold,  occasional 
donations  in  money  to  objects  in  the  District  of  Columbia  or 
otherwise,  survey  of  the  coast,  taking  the  census,  duties  re- 
funded, Exploring  Expedition,  and  materials  collected  for  the 
gradual  improvement  of  the  navy,  including  improvements  at 
navy  yards,  durable  public  buildings  of  all  kinds,  bridges  and 
fortifications,  all  roids,  canals,  breakwaters,  and  improvements 
in  rivers  and  harbors,  arming  militia  and  forts,  all  pensions,  ex- 
cept those  to  invalids,  and  the  purchases  of  title  to  lands  Iron 
Indians,  (Indian  Department,)  the  removal  of  Indiana  and  the 
wars,  with  such  other  payments  as  may  have  been  made  i. 
those  years  for  property  lost  or  injuries  committed  during  any 
hostilities.  None  of  these  years  or  columns  include  any  thing  ea 
account  of  the  Post  Office  Department. 

The  expenditures  of  1839  are  subject  to  variation,  on  th& 
settlement  of  the  Treasurer’s  accounts  for  that  year,  which  hava. 
not  yet  reached  this  office. 

T,  L.  SMITH,  Regist. -r. 

Tf-.BASCRT  DsPARTMEt«r, 

Register’s  Office,  May  4,  i&40, 
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B. 

STATEMENT  of  payments  on  account  of  objects  either 
extraordinary  or  temporary , including  the  public  debt , 

from  1824  to  1839. 
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’Obtained  iroin  the  Fourth  Auclitor’6  Oflice. 

T.  L.  SMITH,  Register. 

Treasury  Departmeht,  Register’s  Office,  May  4,  1840. 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  BENTON,  toe  letter  of  the 
Secretary,  and  the  tables,  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  B.  then  rose  to  make  another  motion,  and 
i that  was,  to  print  an  extra  number  of  these  papers. 
He  proposed  to  give  his  rea*ons  for  the  motion, 
and  for  that  purpose,  asked  that  the  papdrs  should 
be  sent  to  him,  (which  was  done;)  and  Mr.  B. 
went  on  to  say  that  his  object  was  to  spread  before 
the  country,  in  an  authentic  form,  the  full  view  of 
all  the  Government  expenses  fora  series  ofy'-ars 
past,  going  back  as  far  as  Mr.  Monroe’s  adminis- 
tration; and  thereby  enabling  every  citizen,  in  every 
part  of  the  country,  to  see  the  actual,  the  compara- 
tive, and  the  classified  expenditures  of  the  Govern- 
ment for  the  whole  period.  This  proceeding  had 
become  Decessary,  Mr.  B.  said,  from  the  systematic 
efforts  made  for  some  years  past  to  impress  the 
country  wiih  the  belief  that  the  expenditures  had 

increased  three-fold  in  the  last  twelve  v°ar-: that 

ihev  had  risen  from  THIRTEEN  to  THIRTY- 
NINE  millions  of  dollars;  and  that  this  enormous 
increase  was  the  effect  of  the  extravagance,  of  the 
corruption,  and  of  the  incompetency  of  'he  Admi- 
nistrations which  had  succeeded  that  of  Mr.  Adams 
and  Mr.  Mon'ue.  These  two  latter  Administra- 
tions were  held  up  as  the  models  of  economy;  those 
of  Mr.  Van  Buren  and  Gen.  Jackson  were  stigma- 
tized as  monsters  of  extravagance,  and  tables  of 
figures  were  so  arranged  as  to  give  c -dor  to  the 
characters  attributed  to  each.  These  systematic 
efforts — this  reiterated  assertion,  made  on  this 
floor,  of  ihirteen  millions  increased  to  thirty-nine — 
and  the  effect  which  such  statements  must  have 
upon  the  minds  of  those  who  cannot  see  the  pur- 
poses for  which  the  money  was  expended,  ap- 
peared to  him  (Mr.  B.)  to  require  some  more  for- 
mal and  authentic  refutation  lhan  any  on-  indi- 
vidual could  give — something  more  imp-sing  then 
the  speech  of  a solitary  member  could  afford 
Familiar  with  the  acirn  of  the  Government  for 
twenty  years  past — coming  into  the  Senate  in  the 
time  of  Mr.  Monroe — remaining  in  if  ever  since — 
a friend  to  economy  in  public  and  in  private  life — 
and  closely  scrutiniz  ng  the  exoenditures  of  the 
Government  during  the  whole  time— he  (Mr  B ) 
felt  himself  to  be  very  able  at  any  time  to  have 
risen  in  bis  place,  and  to  have  exposed  the  delu- 
sion of  this  thirteen  and  thirty-nine  million 
bugbear;  and,  if  he  d;d  not  do  so,  it  was  because, 
in  the  first  place,  he  was  disinclined  to  bandv  con- 
tradictions on  the  floor  of  the  Senate;  and,  in  the 
second  plicp,  because  he  relied  upon  the  intelli- 
gence of  the  country  to  se.t  all  right  whenever  they 
obtained  a view  of  the  facts.  This  view  he  had 
made  himseli  the  instrument  of  procuring,  ard  ihe 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had  now  presented  it. 

It  was  ready  for  the  contemnlation  of  the  Ame- 
rican people;  and  he  could  evi-h  every  citizen  1o 
have  ihe  piemre  in  his  own  hands,  that  he  might 
contemplate  it  at  his  own  fireside,  and  at  Ms  full 
leisure.  He  could  wish  every  citizen  to  po  .ess  a 
copy  of  this  report,  now  received  from  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury,  under  the  call  of  the 
Senate,  and  printed  by  its  order;  he  could  wish 
every  citizen  to  possess  one  of  these  authentic  co- 
pies, bear  ng  the  imprimatur  of  the  American  Se- 
nate; but  that  was  impossible;  and,  limiting  his 
action  to  what  was  possible,  he  would  propose  to 


print  such  number  ofextra  copies  as  would  enable 
some  to  reach  every  quarter  of  the  Union.  He 
knew,  that  the  report  could  easily  go  through  the 
newspapers,  (for  it  was  very  short,)  and  he  hoped, 
that  it  woutd  appear  in  every  paper  that  was  a 
friend  to  truth  and  to  fair  dealing — lhat  wished  to 
give  correct  information  to  its  readers.  He  hoped 
it  would  appear  in  all  such  paper-;  but  that  wa? 
not  sufficient.  The  newspaper  publications  were 
not  sufficiently  free  from  cavil  to  answer  his  pur- 
pose; no  publication  could  be  sufficient  but  the  one 
made  by  the  order  of  the  Senate;  and,  therefore, 
he  wished  ihe  document  itself  to  go  torn,  with  the; 
Senatorial  imprimatur  upon  it,  in  sufficient  num- 
bers to  reach  every  quarter  of  the  Un:  n.  He 
wished  a large  number  to  be  primed;  he  would  not 
suggest  any  particular  number  un:i!  he  had  first 
given  to  the  Senate  some  view  of  the  papers  them- 
selves, and  thus  shown  them  to  be  worthy  of  the 
most  ample  multiplication,  and  of  the  most  exten- 
sive diffusion. 

Mr.  B.  then  opened  the  t ables,  and  explained 
their  character  and  contents.  The  first  one  (mark- 
ed A)  consisted  of  three  columns,  and  exhibited 
the  aggregate,  and  the  classified  expenditures  of 
the  Government  from  the  year  1824  to  1839,  inclu- 
sive; the  second  one'  (marked  B)  contained  the  de- 
tailed statement  of  the  payments  annually  made 
on  account  of  all  temporary  or  extraordinary  ob- 
p cts,  including  iha  public  debt,  for  the  same  pe- 
riod. The  second  table  was  explanatory  of  the 
third  column  of  the  first  one;  and  the  two,  taken 
together,  would  enable  every  citizen  to  see  the 
actual  expenditures,  and  ihe  comparative  expendi- 
tures, of  the  Government  for  the  whole  period 
which  he  had  mentioned. 

Mr.  R.  then  examined  the  actual  and  the  com- 
parative expenses  of  two  of  the  years,  taken  from, 
ihe  two  contrasted  periods  referred  to,  and  invoked 
the  attend  n of  ihe  Senate  to  the  results  which  the 
comparison  would  exhibit.  He  took  the  first  and 
the  last  of  the  years  mentioned  in  the  tables — the 
years  1824  end  1839—  and  began  wiih  the  first 
item  in  the  first  column.  This  showed  the  aggre- 
gate expenditures  for  every  object  for  the  year 
1824,  to  have  been  $31,898,538  47 — very  near 
thirty-two  millions  of  dolkrs,  said  Mr.  B.  and  if 
stated  alone,  and  without  explanation,  very  capable 
of  astonishing  the  public,  of  imposing  upon  the  ig- 
norant, and  of  raising  a cry  against  the  dreadful 
extravagance,  ihe  corruption,  and  the  wickedness 
of  Mr.  Monroe’s  administration.  Taken  by  itself, 
(and  indisputably  irue  it  is  iu  itself.)  and  this  ag- 
greea'e  of  nearly  thirty-:  wo  millions  is  very  sufficient 
to  effect  all  ibis  surprise  and  in-  iinaiion  in  ihe 
public  mind;  but,  passing  on  the  second  column 
to  see  what  were  the  expenditures,  independent  of 
the  public  debt,  and  this  large  aggregate  will  be 
found  to  be  reduced  more  than  one  half;  it  sinks 
t,  $15,330,144  71.  This  is  a heavy  deduction;  but 
it  is  not  Ml.  Passing  onto  the  third  column,  and 
it  is  seen  that  the  actual  expenses  of  the  Go- 
vernment for  permanent  and  ordinary  objects,  in- 
dependent ef  the  temporary  and  extraordinary 
ones,  for  this  same  year,  were  only  $7,107,892  05j 
being  less  than  one-fourth  part  of  the  aggregate 
of  near  thirty-two  millions.  This  looks  quite  rea- 
sonable, and  goes  far  towards  relieving  Mr.  Mon- 
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Toe’s  administration  from  the  imputation  to  which 
a view  of  the  aggregate  expenditure  for  the  year 
would  have  subjected  it.  But,  to  make  it  entirely 
satisfactory,  and  to  enable  every  citizen  to  under- 
stand the  important  point  ol  the  Government  ex- 
penditures— a point  on  which  the  citizens  of  a free 
and  representative  Government  should  be  always 
well  informed — to  attain  this  full  satisfaction,  let  us 
pass  on  to  the  second  table  (marked  B)  and  fix  our 
eyes  on  its  first  column,  under  the  year  1824.  We 
shall  there  find  every  temporary  aid  extraordinary 
object,  and  the  amount  paid  on  account  of  it,  the 
deduction  of  which  reduced  an  aggregate  of  near 
thirty-two  millions  to  a fraction  over  seven 
millions.  We  shall  there  find  the  explana- 
tion of  the  difference  between  the  first  and 
third  columns.  The  first  item  is  the  sum  of 
$1 6,568,393  76,  paid  on  account  of  the  prin- 
cipal , and  interest  of  the  public  debt.  The 
second  is  the  sum  of  $4,891,386  56,  paid  to  mer- 
chants for  indemnites  under  the  treaty  with  Spain! 
•of  1819,  by  which  we  acquired  Florida.  The  third 
is  $5,510  27  paid  to  Stales  for  claims  on  account 
of  war  debts.  The  fourth  is  $47,714  53  for  the 
three  per  centum  to  the  new  States  on  the  land- 
sold  wiihin  their  limits.  The  filth  is  $17,000  on 
account  of  the  two  per  centum  to  the  Cumberland 
load.  The  fifth  is  $4,373  19  for  the  survey  of 
the  coast.  The  sixth  is  $423,342  46  for  colle  cting 
materials  for  the  gradual  increase  of  the  navy,  and 
the  improvement  of  the  navy  yards.  The  seventh 
is  $180,309  67  for  durable  public  buildings.  The 
eighth  is  $429,972  04  for  bridges  and  fortifica- 
tions. Tire  ninth  is  $56,955  99  for  roads,  canals, 
and  breakwaters,  and  improvements  in  rivers 
and  harbors,  except  the  Cumberland  road, 
which  was  slated  by  itself.  The  tenth  is 
$171,155  43  for  providing  arms  for  the  militia  of 
the  United  Slates,  and  for  arming  the  fortifications. 
The  eleventh  is  $1,267,600  41,  for  all  pensions, 
except  those  of  invalids.  The  twelfth  is  $429,- 
987  90  for  purchasing  land  from  Indians,  and 
paying  for  Indian  depredations  The  thirteenth, 
and  last  item,  is  the  sum  of  $296,960  21  for  mis- 
cellaneous objects,  and  for  property  lost,  or  inju 
lies  committed,  during  hostilities  with  any  power. 
The  total  of  all  these  items,  except  the  publiedebt, 
is  $8,222,252  66.  This  total,  added  to  the  sum 
paid  on  account  of  the  public  debt,  makes  close 
upon  twenty-five  millions  of  dollars;  and  Ibis,  de- 
ducted from  the  aggregate  of  near  thirty-two  mil- 
lions, leaves  a fiaction  ever  seven  millions  for  the 
Teal  expenses  of  tne  Government — the  ordinary 
and  permanent  expenses — during  the  last  year  of 
Mr.  Monroe’s  administration.  This  is  certainly  a 
satisfactory  result.  It  exempts  the  Administration 
of  that  period  from  the  imputation  of  extravagance, 
which  the  unexplained  exhibits  n of  the  aggregate 
expenditures  might  have  drawn  upon  it  in  the 
minds  of  uninformed  perrons.  It  clears  that  Ad- 
ministration from  all  blame.  It  must  be  satisfac- 
tory to  every  candid  mind.  And  now  less  us  apply 
the  test  of  the  same  examination  to  some  year  of 
thq  present  Administration,  now  so  incontinently 
charged  with  ruinous  extravagance.  Let  us  see 
hovv  the  same  rule  will  work  when  applied  to  the 
present  period;  and,  for  that  purpose,  let  us  take 
the  last  year  in  the  table,  that  of  1839.  Let  others 


lake  any  year  that  they  please,  or  as  many  as  they 
please:  I take  one,  because  I only  propose  to  give 
an  example;  and  I take  the  last  one  in  the  table, 
because  it  is  the  last.  Let  us  proceed  with  this  ex- 
amination, and  see  whai  the  results,  actual  and 
comparative,  will  be. 

Commencing  wilh  the  aggregate  payments  from 
the  Treasury  for  all  objects,  Mr.  B.  said  it  would 
be  seen  at  the  foot  of  the  first  column  in  the  first 
table,  that  they  amounted  to  $37,129,396  80;  pass- 
ing to  the  second  column,  and  it  would  be  seen 
that  this  sum  was  reduced  to  $25,982,797  75;  and 
passing  to  the  third,  and  it  would  be  seen  that  this 
latter  sum  was  itseif  reduced  to  $13,525,800  18y 
and  referring  to  the  second  table,  under  the  year 
3839,  and  it  would  be  seen  how  this  aggregate  of 
thirty-seven  millions  was  reduced  to  thirteen  and  a 
half.  It  was  a great  reduction;  a reduction  of 
nearly  two-thirds  from  the  aggregate  amount  paid 
out  and  left  for  the  proper  expenses  of  the  Go- 
vernment— its  ordinary  and  permanent  expenses — 
an  inconceivably  small  sum  for  a great  ration  of 
seventeen  millions  of  souls,  covering  an  immense 
extent  of  teriitory,  and  acting  a part  among  the 
great  pow'ers  of  the  world.  To  trace  this  reduc- 
tion— to  show  the  reasons  of  the  difference  between 
the  first  and  the  third  columns,  Mr.  B would  follow 
the  same  process  which  he  had  pursued  in  explain- 
ing the  expenditures  of  the  year  1824,  and  ask  for 
nothing  in  one  case  which  had  not  teen  granted  in 
the  other. 

1.  The  first  item  to  be  deducted  from  the  thirty- 
seven  million  aggrrgate  was  the  sum  of  $11,146,- 
599  05,  paid  on  account  oi  the  pub  ic  debt.  He 
repeated,  on  account  of  the  public  debt;  for  it  was 
paid  in  redemption  of  Treasury  notes;  and  these- 
Treasury  notes  were  so  much  debt  incurred  to  sup- 
ply the  place  of  the  revenue  deposited  with  the 
Sta  es  in  1836,  or  shut  up  in  banks  during  the  sus- 
pension of  1837,  or  due  from  merchants,  to  whom 
indulgence  had  been  granted.  To  supply  the  place 
of  these  unattainable  funds,  the  Government  went 
in  debt  by  issuing  Treasury  notes;  but,  faithful  to 
the  sentiment  which  abhorred  a national  debt,  it 
paid  iff  the  debt  almost  as  fast  as  it  contracted  it. 
Above  eleven  millions  of  this  debt  was  paid  in  1839, 
amounting  to  almost  the  one-third  part  of  the  ag- 
gregate expenditure  of  that  year,  and  thus,  nearly 
the  one- third  part  of  the  sum  which  is  chargsd  upon 
the  Administration  as  extravagance  and  corruption, 
was  a mere  payment  of  debt ! — a mere  payment  of 
Treasury  notes  which  we  had  issued  to  supply  the 
place  of  our  misplaced  revenue.  This  item  being 
deducted  from  the  thirty  seven  millions,  reduces'  it 
to  twenty-six. 

2.  The  second  item  to  be  deducted  is  stated  in 
the  table  under  the  description  of  trust  funds,  and 
consists  in  moneys  received  in  trust  for  the  Chicka- 
saw Indians,  and  other  Indians,  on  the  sale  of  their 
lands,  for  which  the  United  States  act  as  their  agent 
and  treasurer.  It  amounts  to  near  a quarter  of  a 
million,  to  wit,  $240,694  for  the  ypar  1839;  but  for 
the  three  preceding  years  averaged  a million  and  a 
quarts r,  and  contributed  largely  to  swell  the  expen- 
ditures, as  they  were  termed,  of  1836,  1837,  and 
1838.  This  item  had  no  existence  in  the  year 
1824;  so  that  it  becomes  a new  charge,  apparently, 
upon  the  Treasury,  bul  in  reality  no  charge  at  all,, 
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as  it  was  only  delivering  over  to  Indians  the  mo- 
ney which  had  been  received  for  them.  Yet  this 
item,  amounting  to  nearly  four  millions  in  the  last 
four  years,  is  set  down  to  the  reckless  extravagance 
of  a mail  and  ruinous  Administration. 

3.  The  third  item  to  he  deducted  is  the  sum  of 
$717,552  27  for  indemnities;  that  is  to  say,  for  mo- 
neys recovered  from  foreign  nations,  under  Gene- 
ral Jackson’s  administration,  for  merchants  who 
had  been  plundered  under  previos  Administrations, 
whose  money,  when  received,  had  gone  into  our 
Treasury,  and  was  afterwards  paid  out  to  the 
rightful  owners,  as  their  respective  rights  were 
ascertained.  The  payment  for  1839  was  near 
three-quarters  of  a million  ; but  for  the  three  previ- 
ous years  they  amounted  in  the  whole  to  about 
5,500,000,  and,  according  to  the  accusation  of  the 
Opposition  gentlemen,  constituted  so  much  of  the 
horrid  extravagance  of  those  years ! And  here  let  us 
mark  the  difference  between  the  present  times  and 
those  of  1824.  When,  in  that  year,  the  sum  of  near 
five  millions  was  paid  out  of  the  Treasury  forindem- 
nities  to  merchants  under  the  Florida  treaty,  no  one 
ever  thought  of  making  th®  people  believe  that  it 
was  a part  of  the  expenses  of  the  Government. 
No  one  ever  thought  of  injuring  the  Administra- 
tion about  it.  Tnese  conceptions  hava  been  re- 
served for  the  present  day.  Now,  for  the  first 
time  in  the  history  of  our  country,  or  perhaps  of 
any  country,  the  recovery  of  indemnities  from 
foreigners,  and  their  payment  to  our  own  citizens, 
becomes  a dreadful  extravagance — a ruinous  waste 
of  m<  ney — for  which  a mad  and  profligate  Admi 
nistration  must  be  thrust  from  power ! 

4.  The  fourth  item  is  a small  sum  of  $4,875  50 
for  claims  of  S ates  on  account  of  expenditures  for 
the  general  benefit  during  the  late  war.  It  was  a 
payment  of  debt,  and  not  an  expense  of  Govern- 
ment; and  ihough  small  in  1839,  it  had  been  con 
siderable  in  the  three  preceding  years,  amounting 
in  that  time  to  about  $230,000,  and,  of  course, 
swelling  by  that  much  the  aggregate  expenditures 
of  those  years,  and  helping  to  make  up  the  mon- 
strous extravagance  of  which  the  country  heard  so 
much. 

5.  The  next  item  grows  out  of  the  three  per 
centum  fund  to  the  Eew  States  on  the  amount  of 
the  lands  sold  within  their  limits.  It  is  due  to  the 
States  by  compact,  as  a consideration,  and  a most 
inadequate  one  it  is,  for  not  taxing  the  Federal 
lands.  For  the  year  1839,  this  item  amounted  to 
$63,670,  and,  being  a debt  due  to  the  States,  is  no 
part  of  the  Government  expenses.  For  the  three 
previous  years,  when  the  land  sales  were  at  the 
largest,  and  when  some  of  the  States  had  neglected 
for  some  years  to  draw  their  money,  the  payments 
on  this  account  amounted  to  near  one  and  a half 
millions  of  dollars,  and,  of  course,  swelled  to  that 
amount  the  eytravagance  of  1836,  ’37,  and  ’38! 
In  the  year  1824,  this  item  was  only  $47,714. 

6.  The  sixth  item  to  be  deducted  was  nearly 
allied  to  the  former.  It  was  $198,530  for  the  two 
per  centum  cn  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  to  make 
roads  to  the  new  Slates,  and  applicable  to  the 
Cumberland  road.  In  the  year  1824,  it  was  only 
$17,000;  but  in  the  great  sales  of  1835,  ’6  and  ’7, 
it  amounted  to  near  $1,200,000.  Here  again  was 


a payment  of  a debt  converted  into  wasteful  ex- 
travagance ! 

7.  Dona'ions  of  money  to,  or  payments  on  ac- 
count of,  the  District  of  Columbia,  was  the  seventh 
item  of  deduction  which  Mr.  B.  mentioned.  It 
amounted  to  $126,374  for  the  year  1839.  It  was  a 
new  item  in  the  list  of  Government  payments, 
having  bo  existence  in  1824,  nor  until  the  year 
1832.  After  that  time  it  had  been  annual,  and  as 
high  as  $313,000  in  one  year,  to  wit,  1833,  and  for 
the  years  1836,  ’7,  and  ’8,  amounted  to  near 
$440,000.  It  was  a gratuity  to  the  District,  which 
had  no  political  rights;  and  it  was  a gratuity  which 
had  no  other  object  than  to  relieve  it  from  burthens 
improvidently  contracted;  yet  received  the  usual 
character  of  corrupt  extravagance. 

8.  The  survey  of  the  coast  was  the  eighth  item, 
which  Mr.  B.  explained.  It  was  a tempwrary  and 
extraordinary  object,  which  had  grown  up  from  a 
trifle  to  a large  amoum  within  a few  rears  past, 
and  amounted  to  $91,995  for  the  year  1839.  Pre- 
vious to  General  Jackson’s  administration,  it  rarely 
exceeded  two  thousand  dollars  per  annum;  for  the 
years  1836,  ’7,  and  ’8,  it  amounted  to  about 
$220,000 

9.  Duties  refunded  tc  merchants  was  another  of 
the  new  and  large  items  which  had  lately  grown 
up  among  our  Treasury  payments.  From  1824  to 
1832,  it  was  unknown;  vet,  in  1839,  it  was 
$119,304;  in  the  year  1833,  it  was  $701  000;  and 
for  1836,  ’7,  and  ’8,  it  ameunted  to  above  $800,000, 
This  was  a favor,  or  an  act  of  justice  to  merchants, 
granted  by  acts  of  Congress,  or  by  judicial  deci- 
sions, or  by  reversal  of  previous  constructions  of 
the  laws.  It  is  no  part  of  the  Government  expen- 
diture, though,  being  refunded  from  the  Treasury, 
it  goes  into  the  enumeration,  to  swell  the  general 
aggregate — to  swell  the  cry  of  extravagance — and 
to  prove  the  hostility  of  the  Administration  to  mer- 
chants ! 

10.  A tenth  item  to  be  deducted  was  the  sum  of 
$714,857  for  collecting  materials  for  the  increase 
of  the  navy.  This  was  an  expenditure  for  the  fu- 
ture defence  of  the  country,  and  averaged  about 
$800,000  per  annum  since  the  commencement  of 
General  Jackson’s  administration,  though  only 
$423,000  in  1824.  It  is  clearly  no  part  of  the  ex- 
penses of  Government,  but  an  outlay  of  money  for 
the  benefit  of  after  years,  and  of  posterity. 

11.  Permanent  public  buildings  is  another  of  the 
large  items  of  recent  expenditure.  Formerly  these 
buildings  were  of  perishable  materials,  and  sunk 
under  the  decay  of  time,  or  the  ravages  of  fire,  for 
some  years  past,  durable  materials  had  been  select- 
ed, and  fireproof  edifices  constructed.  The  expend- 
iture for  this  purpose,  in  1839,  was  $1,24S,044,  and 
near  the  same  for  the  three  preceding  years.  This 
again  was  an  expenditure  for  the  benefit  of  posterity, 
and  not  chargeable  as  an  expense  upon  the  actual 
Administrations. 

12.  The  sum  of  $735,570  for  bridges  and  fortifi- 
cations, was  the  twelfth  item  which  Mr.  B.  pointed 
out  for  deduction,  being  both  of  them  expenditures 
for  the  benefit  of  pesteiity;  the  expenditure  extra- 
ordinary and  temporary,  but  the  benefit  general 
and  permanent. 

13.  The  sum  of  $1,491  000  for  the  improvement 
of  rivers,  harbors,  and  roads,  exclusive  of  the  Cum- 
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berland  road,  was  another  expenditure  of  the  same 
character.  In  1824,  it  was  but  $56,955;  but  took  a 
start  then  which  would  have  known  no  bounds,  had 
it  not  been  for  the  Maysville  veto. 

14.  Providing  arms  for  the  militia  of  the  States, 
and  cannon  for  the  forts,  is  another  expenditure  for 
future  times  and  for  posterity.  It  amounted  to 
$474,906  for  1839,  and  averaged  above  half  a 
million  a year  for  each  of  the  preceding  years 
In  1824,  it  was  but  $171,155. 

15.  Pensions,  except  those  to  invalids,  was  the 
next  item  noted  by  Mr.  B.  for  deduction.  They 
were  gratuities  irom  the  Treasury,  and  not  an  ex- 
pense of  Government.  They  amounted  in  1839 
to  $3,033  764,  being  near  three  times  what  they 
were  in  1823.  They  had  been  an  enormous  drain 
upon  the  Treasury  for  the  last  seven  pears, 
amounting  in  1833  to  $4,485,000,  and  subsequently 
averaging  about  half  that  sum. 

16.  Purchase  of  lands  from  Indians  was  ano- 
ther large  item  to  be  deducted,  and  which  had 
vastly  increased  of  late.  In  1824,  this  head  of  ex- 
penditure only  amounted  to  $429,987;  in  1839,  it 
was  $1,708,123;  in  1836,  was  as  high  as  three 
millions;  in  1837,  $2,484,000;  and  in  1838,  it  was 
$4,603,518.  These  were  heavy  expenditures,  in- 
curred for  the  great  object  of  relieving  all  the 
States  from  the  incumbrance  of  an  Indian  popula- 
tion; but,  though  heavy,  it  is  not  money  gone  from 
the  Treasury  never  io  return  to  it.  It  all  returns, 
and  with  profit,  in  the  sale  of  the  lands  acquired; 
yet  the  vast  sums  paid  on  this  head  are  cited  against 
us  as  ruinous  extravagance,  for  which  the  Goths 
should  be  driven  from  the  Capitol! 

17.  Removal  of  Indians  and  their  wars  was 
another  item  nearly  connected  with  the  last,  and 
subject  to  the  same  remarks.  It  has  grown  up  of 
iate,  and  was  directed  to  the  good  of  the  States. 
In  1824,  it  was  nothing;  in  3 839,  it  was  $1,775,914. 
In  the  thtee  preceding  years, it  was,  respectively,  in 
round  numbers,  $6,000,000,  $6,500  000,  and  $5,- 
500,000.  This  is  one  of  the  lagest  heads  of  in- 
creased expenditure  in  recent  years,  and  one  of  the 
most  indispensable  for  the  States  of  the  South  and 
West.  It  is  appuitenant  to  the  purchase  of  the 
Indian  lands;  and,  although  large,  yet  the  sales  of 
the  lands  will  far  more  than  reimburse  it. 

18.  And,  finally,  Mr.  B.  noted  the  sum  of 
$232,369  for  miscellaneous  objects,  not  reducible 
io  a precise  head,  which  swelled  the  list  of  expen- 
ditures, without  belonging  to  the  expenses  of  the 
Government. 

19.  The  Exploring  Expedition  was  the  last  of 
the  items.  It  was  of  recent  origin,  amounting  to 
$97,668  in  1839,  and  to  about  $560,000  for  the 
three  preceding  years. 

These  are  the  eighteen  heads  of  extraordinary  expenditure, 
said  Mr.  B.  and  the  amount  expended  for  each:  and  now  let 
gentlemen  of  the  Opposition  say  for  which  of  these  they  did 
not  vote,  to  which  they  now  object,  and  for  which  they  will  not 
vote  again  at  this  session. 

With  this  view  of  the  tabular  statements  Mr.  B.  closed  the 
examination  of  theitemsof  expenditure,  and  stated  the  results 
to  be  a reduction  of  the37  million  aggregate  in  1839,  like  that 
of  the32  million  aggregate  in  13247  to  about  one-third  of  its 
amount.  The  very  first  item,  that  of  the  payment  of  public 
debt  in  the  redemption  of  Treasury  notes,  reduced  it  eleven 
millions  of  dollars:  it  sunk  it  from  37  millions  to  26.  The 
other  eighteen  items  amounted  to  $12,656,877,  and  reduced  the 
26  millions  to  134  Here,  then,  is  a result  which  is  attained  by 
the  same  process"  which  applies  to  the  year  1824,  and  to  every 
»ther  year,  and  which  is  right  in  itself;  and  which  must  put  to 


flight  and  to  shame  all  the  attempts  to  excite  the  country  with 
this  bugbear  story  of  extravagance.  In  the  first  place  the  ag- 
gregate expenditures  have  not  increased  threefold  in  fifteen 
yeats;  they  have  not  risen  from  13  to  39  millions,  as  inconti- 
nently asserted  by  the  Opposition;  but  from  32  millions  to  37  or 
39.  And  how  have  they  1156117  By  paying  last  year  11  mil- 
lions for  Treasury  notes,  and  more  than  12  millions  for  Indian 
lands,  and  wars,  removals  of  Indians,  and  increase  of  the 
army  and  navy,  and  oilier  items  as  enumerated.  The  result 
is  a residuum  of  13  1-2  millions  for  the  real  expenses  of  the 
Government;  a sum  l 1-2  millions  short  of  what  gentlemen 
proclaim  would  be  an  economical  expenditure.  They  all 
say  that  15  millions  would  be  an  economical  expenditure: 
very  well!  here  is  13  1-2 1 which  is  a million  and  a half  short 
of  that  mark. 

The  authentic  tables  show  that  the  aggregate  expenditures 
for  1824,  came  within  five  millions  ol  those  of  1839;  conse- 
quently that,  without  a deduction  for  extraordinary  expendi- 
tures, the  charge  of  extravagance,  waste,  ruin,  profligacy,  &c. 
might  have  been  raised  against  the  Administration  of  that  day, 
and  some  uninformed  persons  excited  against  it  by  aground- 
less  clamor;  yet  no  one  thought  ofraising  such  a clamor  in  1824. 
No  one  then  thought  of  charging,  as  extravagance,  payments 
on  account  of  the  public  debt,  and  for  indemnities  to  mer- 
chants, and  other  extraordinary  expenses.  Then  all  parties 
made  the  proper  deductions  for  payments  either  temporary  or 
extraordinary  in  theirnature.  No  one  sought  to  mystify,  or  to 
impose  upon  the  ignorant.  No  one  thoughtof  palming  a story 
of  thirty-two  millions  upon  the  country  as  the  expenses  of  the 
country — all  that  has  been  reserved  for  the  present  limes;  is. 
ha9  been  reserved  for  our  day;  and  may  have  been  attended 
for  a while  with  the  ephemeral  success  which  crowns  for  a 
moment  the  petty  arts  "f  delusion  practised  upon  the  ignorant. 
Hut  the  day  for  this  delusion  has  gone  by.  The  classified  ta- 
bles now  presented,  will  reach  every  citizen,  and  wiil  clear  up 
every  doubt.  They  will  enable  every  citizen  to  see  every 
item  of  expenditure— to  judge  it  himself— and  to  demand  of 
the  Opposition  gentlemen,  if  they  did  not  vote  for  it  them- 
selves, and  if  they  now  object  to  it?  Taking  the  extraordi- 
nary items  as  they  rise,  and  beginning  with  the  first,  the 
sum  of  eleven  millions  paid  for  redemption  of  Treasury 
notes,  and  it  can  be  demanded  if  that  payment  was  not 
right?  and  so  on  through  the  whole  list,  amounting  to  twelve 
and  a half  millions.  The  ordinary  and  permanent  expenses, 
amounting  to  thirteen  and  a half  millions,  no  one  objects  to:  all 
admit  that  that  sum  is  a million  and  a half  within  the  mark  of 
meritorious  economy.  It  is  on  the  extraordinaries — it  is  on 
the  difference  between  thirteen  and  a half  and  thirty-seven  ifiil- 
iions,  that  the  attack  is  made;  and  now  we  produce  these  ex- 
traordinaries. We  give  a list  of  them,  item  by  item,  with  the 
amount  paid  on  account  of  each,  and  call  upon  the  gen- 
tlemen of  the  Opposition  to  name  the  one  to  which  they 
object — to  name  the  one  for  which  they  did  not  vote.  This 
is  what  we  do;  and  I will  tell  you,  Mr.  President,  what  they  will 
do:  they  will  not  name  one  item  to  which  they  now  object,  or 
against  which  they  voted ! They  will  not  name  one;  and  the 
reason  is,  because  they  cannot!  They  voted  for  all — they  ap- 
prove all — the  country  will  approve  all,  except  part  for  pen- 
sions and  harbors,  and  of  these  the  Opposition  were  the  leading 
advocates.  And  thus  these  gentlemen  of  the  Opposition  are 
presented  in  the  extraordinary  light  of  going  abroad  to  make  a 
general  denunciation  of  the  Administration  for  extravagant  ex- 
penditures; and  when  we  show  them  the  bill  of  particulars,  and 
askofthem  to  point  out  the  extravagant  items,  or  the  ones  for 
which  they  did  not  vote,  they  will  remain  silent!  They  will 
name  no  item,  because  they  cannot. 

Mr.  B.  said  that  this  Administration  andthatofGeneral  Jack- 
son  were  ready  for  a comparison  with  any  That  preceded  them. 
Aggregates  against  aggregates,  or  items  against  items;  they  were 
ready  for  the  comparison.  If  any  one  shall  say  that  the  ex- 
penses of  the  Government  were  thirty-seven  millions  in  1839, 
or  thirty-nine  millions- in  1838,  we  answer  that  this  is  only  five 
or  seven  millions  more  than  the  aggregate  of  1824;  that  the  ag- 
gregate was  then  thirty-two  millions,  andthe  increase  is  only  in 
proportion  to  the  increase  of  the  country.  If,  descending  from 
aggregates  and  going  into  items,  it  is  said  that  sixteen  millions 
must  be  deducted  from  the  aggregate  of  1824  for  payments  to 
the  public  debt,  and  eight  millions  more  for  indemnities  and 
other  extraordinaries:  we  answer  that  eleven  millions  must  be 
deductedfrom  the  aggregate  of  1839  for  redemption  ofTreasuiy 
notes,  and  twelve  and  a half  millions  more  for  Indian  wars, 
treaties,  and  removals,  and  a dozen  other  extraordinaries.  This 
brings  the  thirty-seven  down  to  thirteen  and  a half;  and  at  that 
point  complaint  ceases. 

Mr.  B.  said  that  the  tables  which  were  presented  treated 
every  Administration  alike.  Beginning  in  the  last  year  of  Mr. 
Monroe,  they  came  down  through  the  term  of  Mr.  Adams,  and 
the  two  terms  of  General  Jackson,  and  the  three  years  which 
had  elapsed  under  Mr.  Van  Buren.  All  were  treated  alike. 
The  same  rule  was  appliedto  the  expenditures  uedereach  one. 
The  aggregate  was  given  in'  every  case  first;  and  then  the  ex- 
traordinary, separated  from  the  ordinary  expenditures,  and  the 
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game  items  charged  am!  credited  in  every  ease.  In  losking  at 
the  aggregates,  it  will  be  seen  lhai  every  Adminisi  ration  needed 
this  classification;  that  the  aggregate  under  Mr.  Adams’s  admi- 
nistration was  not  thirteen  millions,  as  repeated  so  many  mil- 
lions of  times,  but  about  the  doubleof  that!  and  that  this  thir- 
teen mi  lions  for  that  gentleman’s  administration  was  only  at- 
tained by  deducting  extraordinaries  ! by  going  through  the  very 
process  which  reduces  the  expenditure  under  Mr.  Van  Buren 
to  thirteen  and  a half  millions.  The  smallest  aggregate  in  the 
whole  table  is  that  of  1835,  under  General  Jackson’s  adminis- 
tration, when  the  public  debt  had  ceased,  and  the  Indian  wars 
had  not  begun.  The  aggregate  for  that  year  is  seventeen  mil 
lions  and  a half.  Even  including  the  extraordinaries  ol  that 
year,  and  the  aggregate  was  but  seventeen  millions  and  a hall ! 
And  so  it  will  be  again.  Ass.  on  as  we  are  done  paying  the 
Treasury  notes,  which  are  issued  in  lieu  of  our  misplaced  reve- 
nue, ami  so  soon  as  our  Indian  troubles  are  over,  and  the  pay- 
ments completed  for  removal  oflndians,  and  purchase  ol  their 
lands,  the  aggregate  expenditures  will  come-down  to  about 
what  they  were  in  1835;  and  the  ordinary  expenses  will  be 
within  fifteen  millions. 

Mr.  B.  demanded  who  ever  deemed  it  an  expensed  the  Go- 
vernment, when  Mr.  Jefferson  purchased  Louisiana  at  fifteen 
millions  of  dollars?  And  who  could  think  of  charging  as  an  ex- 
pense the  large  sums.whioli  had  been  lately  paid  in  extinguish- 
ing Indian  titles,  and  in  removing  Indians?  One  would  as  soon 
think  of  charging,  among  the  expenses  of  a family,  the  outlay 
which  should  be  made  by  a t rudent  and  thrifty  farmer  in  pur- 
chasing additional  land,  and  in  enclosing  it  with  fences,  or  cover- 
ing it  with  improven  eats.  The  extinction  ol  the  Indian  titles — 
the  acquisition  of  their  lands  lor  settlement  and  cultivation;  and 
the  removal  of  the  Indians  themselves  irom  all  the  States,  was  one 
of  the  great  measures  which  illustrated  Gen.  Jackson’s  adminis- 
tration, and  was  beneficial  both  to  i he  Indians  and  to  the  States. 
So  great  an  object  could  not  be  effected  without  a large  expendi- 
ture of  money;  and  who  is  there  now  to  stand  up  and  condemn 
the  Administration  for  this  expenditure?  Who  wants  these  In 
dians  back?  Who  wants  Georgia,  Alabama,  Mississippi,  and 
all  the  other  Slates,  again  encumbered  with  the  Indians  which 
have  left  them? 

That  the  expenses  of  the  Government  had  increased  in  the 
last  twelve  or  fifteen  years,  Mr.  B.  said  was  just  as  certainly 
true  as  it  was  naturally  to  have  been  expected.  The  country 
itself  had  increased  in  that  time;  several  new  States  had  been 
admitted  into  the  Union,  and  several  new  Territories  had  been 
created.  An  additional  impetus  had  been  given  to  the  public 
defences,  in  the  increase  ol  the  army  and  navy — wars  with  se- 
veral Indian  tribes  hail  intervened— vast  purchases  of  Indian 
lands  had  been  effected —whole  tribes,  nay,  whole  nations  of 
Indians  had  been  removed,  and  removed  to  a vast  distance,  and 
at  a vast  expense.  This  latter  expenditure  was  chiefly  for  the 
benefit  of  the  South  and  West;  but  where  is  the  man  in  any 
quarter  of  the  Union  that  can  stand  up  and  condemn  it? 

Sir,  I admitan  increased  expenditure;  and,  far  fioin  conceal- 
ing, I exhibit  and  proclaim  it.  1 display  the  items;  they  are 
spread  out  in  the  statements  now  under  discussion;  1 point 
them  out  to  the  country.  leay  they  will  be  found,  principally, 
in  the  navy — in  the  army — in  the  Indian  Department— in  the 
pensions — in  me  light-house  establishment— in  Indian  wars— in 
the  defence  o;  the  frontiers,  North  and  West— in  fortifications 
— in  preparing  arms  and  munitions  of  wai — in  the  legislative 
dep  rtment — in  permanent  and  durable  fire-proof  public  build- 
ings— and  in  assuming  the  foreign  debt  and  making  other  ex 
peuditui  es  for  the  District  of  Columbia.  In  these  branches  of 
the  service  will  the  increases  be  principally  found,  and  I sup- 
ported them  all  except  the  increase  for  pensions,  harbors,  some 
of  the  light  houses, 'and  the  book  printing  part  of  the  legislative 
expenses.  I supported  all  except  these:  but  the  gentlemen  of 
the  Opposition  supported  all  that  I did,  and  these  besides;  and 
now  go  forth  to  raise  a cry  of  extravagance  ! 

Mr.  B.  said  the  Opposition  not  only  voted  for  these  increased 
expenditures,  but  m some  instances  greatly  augmented  them. 
This  was  the  case  in  the  Indian  expenditures,  and  especially 
among  the  Cherokees.  The  Opposition  set  themselves  up  for 
the  guardians  of  these  Indians:  they  seemed  to  make  political 
alliancewith  them.  Ti  e Indians  became  parties  to  our  politi 
tics:  the  Opposition  became  allies  to  them;  and  the  result  was 
double  trourde,  and  double  expense,  and  double  delays,  and 
double  vexation  of  every  kind  with  those  Indians;  until  it  re 
quired  a military  force  to  compel  them  to  comply  with  treaties 
which  gave  them  millions  more  than  they  ought  to  have  re- 
ceived ! 

The  Opposition  not  only  voted  for  all  the  increases,  and 
caused  some  of  them  to  be  augmented,  but  they  attempted 
many  enormous  expenditures  which  the  Demo  ratic  m-mbers 
opposed  and  prevented.  Let  any  one  look  to  the  bills  which 
were  rejected,  either  in  he  Senate  or  in  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives ; let.  any  look  to  the  number  of  these  bills,  and  the  tens 
of  millions,  in  the  aggregate,  with  which  they  were  freighted, 
and  then  say  what  the  expenses  would  hive  been  if  the  Oppo- 
sition had  been  in  power.  One  of  these  bills  alone— the  French 
spoliation  bill— was  lor  five  millions  of  dollars;  others  were  for 


vast  sums,  especially  the  harbor  bills.  They  were  rejected  by 
the  votes  of  Democratic  members;  and  if  they  had  not  been— if 
they  had  passed— they  would  have  swelled  the  thirty-seven  to 
near  fifty  millions;  and  would  have  been  charged  upon  as  a reck- 
less, wasteful,  horrible  extravagance. 

Mr.  B.  said  that  the  financial  statements  were  a difficult  sub- 
ject to  handle— hard  for  a speaker  to  understand  himself,  and 
harder  still  to  make  himself  be  understood  by  others.  It  was  a 
point  at  which  the  most  unfounded  impressions  might  be  made 
on  the  public  mind— on  which  the  greatest  errors  might  be  pro- 
pagated. Yet  it  was  a point  on  which  coirect  information 
should  be  disseminated—  on  which  every  citizen  should  be  in- 
formed— which  every  one  should  make  it  his  business  to  un- 
derstand. Economy  should  be  the  cardinal  virtue  ol  a free  Go- 
vernment, and  the  whole  body  of  the  citizens  should  be  the 
guardians  of  that  virtue.  1’hey  should  guard  the  national 
finances,  and  for  that  purpose  should  understand  them.  The,y 
should  know  how  much  money  was  raised,  for  what  purpose, 
and  how  expended.  They  could  not  be  too  jealous  ol  the  mis- 
application of  the  public  moneys,  they  could  not  scrutinize  too 
closely  the  public  accounts.  Those  accounts  could  not  be  too 
often  presented  to  them,  nor  in  a form  too  simple  and  obvious. 
It  has  been  my  endeavor,  said  Mr.  B both  in  calling  for  the 
statements  which  had  just  come  in  from  the  Treasury,  and  in 
what  1 have  said  upon  them,  to  present  th-  difficult  subject  of 
our  finances  in  a plain,  obvious,  and  intelligible  form.  My  ob- 
ject has  been  toelucidate,  and  not  to  mystify;  to  enlighten,  and 
not  to  confuse.  I have  endeavored  to  present  a lull,  plain, 
authentic  statement  of  the  public  expenditures;  such  as  every 
citizen  can  see  and  comprehend.  Our  adversaries  present  an 
aggregate,  rush  at  the  passions,  and  endeavor  to  alarm,  or  to 
enrage  rhe  people.  I present  the  particulars,  and  ask  for  their 
deliberate  judgment.  Sir,  1 have  confidence  in  the  capacity  of 
my  countrymen.  I have  confidence  in  their  capacity  for  self 
government;  in  their  moral  and  intellectual  capacity  for  go- 
verning themselves — for  sustaining  and  carrying  on  the  frame 
of  Government  which  our  ancestors  provided  for  us.  I believe 
that,  my  fellow -citizens  possess  the  requisite  qualities  for  self- 
government — -judgment  to  understand — virtue  to  choose— and 
patriotism  to  sustain — the  principles  and  the  measures  which 
are  best  for  themselves.  I do  not  believe  in  the  monarchi- 
cal idea,  that  the  people  are  ignorant,  venal,  factious;  that  they 
h ive  no  enlightened  views  of  men  or  measures;  that  reason, 
truth,  and  sound  argument,  are  lost  upon  them,  as  pearls  thrown 
to  the  swine;  that  the  only  way  to  govern  them  is  to  bamboozle 
and  debauch  them.  I believe  in  none  of  these  monarchical  opi- 
nions,and  have  never  practised  upon  them.  I have  never  address- 
ed myselfto  thesupposed  igriograoce,  venality,  faction, or  caprice 
of  my  countrymen,  but  always  to  their  intelligence,  virtue,  and 
patriotism.  The  argumentum  ad  ignoranlium  has  had  no 
place  in  my  speeches;  the  argumentum  ad  judicium  has  been 
my  aim.  I cannot  say  that  I have  spoken  with  judgment;  but  I 
can  affirm  that  1 have  always  paid  my  countrymen  the  compli- 
ment of  speaking  to  Iheir  accredited  judgment— never  to  their 
supposed  folly.  3 have  spoken  to  the  rational  minds,  to  the 
virtuous  hearts,  and  to  the  lofty,  generous, and  patriotic  feelings 
of  my  countrymen;  and  lam  too  well  content  with  the  ef- 
fect which  this  plan  of  speaking  has  had,  to  change  it  now. 
Facts,  and  reasons,  are  my  materials— simplicity  my  style. 
Away  with  exordium — away  with  peroration— away  with  ho- 
liday phrases— away  with  theatrical  display— away  with  all 
figures,  but  figures  of  arithmetic;  and  of  these  1 give  many,  and 
never  more  than  in  this  short  speech.  This  has  been  my  plan 
of  speaking,  and  this  it  is  now.  I have  procured  plain  state- 
ments to  he  made  our,  and  have  delivered  a plain  speech  upon 
them.  I have  endeavored  to  make  myself  intelligible  on  a sub- 
ject in  which  intelligibility  is  somewhat  difficult — on  which  it 
is  easy  for  the  speaker  to  set  both  himself  and  his  hearers  into 
a fog.  I have  aimed  at  perspicuity,  and  flatter  myself  that  I 
have  been  understood.  I wish  the  country  to  judge  the  expen- 
ditures of  i lie  Government — the  particulars  as  well  as  the  a°gre- 
gate— and  therefore  place  the  whole  before  the  public.  cOur 
adversaries  attack  the  aggregate.  Let  them  examine  the  parti- 
culars, and  name  the  one  to  which  they  object,  and  for  which 
they  did  not  vote  ! 

Mr.  B.  then  appealed  to  Senators  of  the  Democratic  party  to 
name  the  number  of  extra  copies  of  the  report  which  they 
would  propose  to  print,  professing  himself  ready  to  a«Tee  to 
any  number  i hat  was  satisfactory  to  his  friends. 

Mr.  HITBBaRD  proposed  thirty  thousand. 

Mr.  BENTON  accepted  the  proposition,  and  moved  that 
thirty  thousand  extra  copies  of  the  report  be  printed  for  the 
use  of  the  Senate. 

. The  question  being  then  on  printing  thirty  thousand  extra 
copies  ol  the  report,  it  was  agreed  to— yeas  22,  nays  14,  as  fol- 
lows: 

YEaS— Messrs.  Allen,  Anderson,  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
Calhoun,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  Hubbard,  King, 
Lumpkin,  Nicholas,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Roane,  Robinson,  Se- 
vi  r.  S'urgcon,  Wall,  Williams,  and  Wright— 22. 

NAYS— Messrs,  (’lay  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Davis,  Dixon, 
Henderson,  Knight,  Porter,  Premiss,  Preston,  Ruggles,  South- 
ard, Tallmadge,  Webster,  and  White— 14. 
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APPENDIX, 

Showing  the  items  on  which  the  permanent  expenditures 
have  increased — the  amounts  of  the  increase — and  the  reasons 
of  the  increase. 

Table  1. 

In  1824,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  aggregate  expenditures  for 
ordinary  and  permanent  purposes  amounted  to  the  sum  of 
$7,107,892  05. 

In  1838,  they  amounted  to  $13,837,591  44.3 

Making  a difference  against  the  year  1838  of  $8,729,702  39. 

He  would  now  endeavor  to  show  some  of  the  items  of  expen- 
diture which  went  to  make  up  that  difference. 

Increase  of  expenditures  in  1838  beyond  the  expenditures 


under  same  heads  in  1824. 

Legislature  ...  ...  $685,000 

Executive  Departments  ....  383,000 

Surveyors  and  clerks  .....  42,000 

Expenses  of  mints,  exclusive  of  buildings  - - 20,000 

Governments  in  the  Territories  of  the  United  States,  60,090 

Judiciary  ------  169,000 

Support  and  maintenance  of  light-houses  - • 147,000 

Surveys  of  public  lands  ....  17,000 

Marine  hospital  establishment  - - - 74,000 

Pay,  subsistence,  forage,  Quartermaster's  Depart- 
ment, Medical  Department,  and  contingences  of 
the  army  - - - - - - 1 .474,000 

purchasing  department  (clothing,  <fcc.)  - - 384,000 

Military  Academy,  West  Point  - • - - 125,000 

Expenses  of  arsenals  - - - - 194,000 

Ordnance  department,  including  gunpowder,  can- 
non balls,  &c.  - - - - 260,000 

Pay,  subsistence,  provisions,  and  medicines  for 

the  navy,  ------  1,406,000 

Ordnance  for  the  navy,  - - - 46,000 

Repairs  of  vessels,  - - - 819,000 

Contingencies  of  the  navy,  - - - 212,000 

Marine  corps,  .....  81,000 


$6,628,000 


Table  2. 

The  following  table  is  an  exhibit  of  thepermaneni  expenses  of 
the  Government  on  some  leading  items,  in  the  years  1821  and 
1839,  with  a brief  statement  of  some  of  the  reasons  for  the  dif- 


ference: 

-toms  of expenditure.  1821. 

Legislative. 

Pay  of  Senate  and 
House  - - $508,241 

Contingenciesofboth  86,000 
Printing  - - ,44,730 


1833  Remarks. 

The  increase1  of 
population  had  been 
$680,218  about  70  per  cent. 
591,783  Two  new  States, 
136,181  two  Territories,  four 
Senators,  20  Repre- 
sentatives, loeger 
sessions,  more  busi 
ness,  and  more 
printing  required. 


JuBIOIARV. 

Salaries  and  exp  eases  209,412 


Light-boats  anb 

LIGHT- HOUSES. 

In  1824, 102;  in  1838, 

248  - 121,492 

Canada  disturb- 
ances. 

Protection  ol  North- 
ern frontier 

Private  bills  - - 153,126 

Payments  to  custom- 
house officers  from 
Treasury  - 


Navy  Department, 

Navy  pay  and  subsis- 
tence - - 1,122,284 

Provision  - - 312,400 


Repairs  and  building 
vessels  - - 404,151 

Contingencies  - 132,721 


More  Judges  of 
378,873  the  Supreme  Court, 
more  district  judges, 
marshals, attorneys, 
more  courts,  more 
jurors,  more  busi- 
ness, more  wealth, 
and  more  suits. 


Owingto  increase 
in  the  number  of  es- 
301,035  tablishments. 


Nearly  double  in 
amounton  account 
439,000  of  increase  of  busi- 
228,759  ness  and  population. 

Rendered  neces- 
saryin  consequence 
190,354  of  the  tariff'd  1833, 
to  make  their  com- 
pensation equal  to 
what  it  was  prior 
to  the  passage  of 
that  act. 

Fifty  per  cent,  in 
crease  in  number  of 
2,106,240  officersand  seamen; 
631,408  pay  increased  twen- 
ty per  cent,  on  ser- 
vice. 

More  ships  in 
1,499,128  commission,  new 
494,129  squadron  to  India, 
more  repairs, build- 
ing steam  vessels, 
and  others. 


War  Department.  Army  increased 

Army  pay,  subsis-  in  number,  and  pay 

tence  and  forage  - 1,400,824  2,559  757  increased, rations  20 

Clothing.  - - 168,738  595,003  per  cent,  higher, 

Ordnance  - ■ 50.514  263,178  and  also  clothing  20 

Military  academy  - 25,433  207,137  per  cent,  increase; 

regiment  of  dra- 
goons added  for 
frontier;  and  Ihdian 
Bureau  added. 

£d=Both  the  above  tables  apply  to  the  permanent  expendi- 
tures of  the  Government,  and  explain  the  reason  why  they 
have  increased  to  thirteen  and  a half  millions.  The  extraor- 
dinary expenditures,  which  swelled  the  amount  to  thirty-eight 
millions,  are  detailed,  item  by  item,in  the  body  ofMr,  Benton’s 
speech. 


